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Alert:  Section 440.13(2)(f), Florida Statutes, sets a five day time period within 

which a “carrier shall authorize an alternative physician who shall not be profession-

ally affiliated with the previous physician” in response to a claimant’s written request 

for a change in physician.  The First DCA has just ruled that the five day time period 

is limited to five consecutive days, not five business days.  

What This Means To You:  According to the First District Court of Appeal, you must 

count weekends and legal holidays when calculating the five day time period.  If the 

5th day falls on a legal holiday or a weekend, you will have until the following work 

day (i.e., Monday) to authorize and name the one time change.  You should be on 

alert for any written requests received late on Thursdays and Fridays!!    
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